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Cultural Difference

Directions: Read the following passage and discuss about cultural difference.

Most people throughout the world experience some form of silence. However, people’s attitude
toward silence is dramatically different in different cultural groups. Northern European and North American
societies, for example, view silence as dark, negative, and full of ‘nothing’ —all of which are considered
socially undesirable. In other cultures such as Japan, however, silence is often positively valued. Here,
breaking silence is a necessary evil; speaking is a necessary act.

According to Wayne’s study, the U.S. interpretations of silence are sorrow, criticism, obligation,
regret and embarrassment. Australia interpretations proved to be similar to the U.S. ones. However, the
Japanese attitude toward silence is favorable. Ishikawa’s survey on businessmen and businesswomen in
Tokyo revealed that men need to be silent to be successful in life and that 65 percent of businesswomen
choose a silent man to marry.

Not only in business, but in every aspect of social life, people in the United States like to ask
questions and force others to talk to fill interpersonal silences. So in U.S. society and in many European
societies, one function of speech is to avoid silence. Contrary to the U.S. practice, in Japanese society, silence

is generally considered to be meaningful.

Choose the correct answer for each item.

1.According to the article, what is true about “silence”?
a. Silence is always regarded as something negative.
b. Most cultures view silence as undesirable
c. People throughout the world have the same opinion of silence

d. People from different cultures interpret silence differently

2. The word “dramatically” (line 2) means almost the same as.......................
a. suddenly b. extremely

c. actively d. comparatively

3. The word “valued” (line 5) means nearly the same as......................
a. practiced b. measured

c. maintained d. regarded

4. The phrase “breaking silence” (line 5) could best be replaced by.........
a. shouting loudly b. speaking out

c. being quiet d. shutting up
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5. Wayne’s study reports that the U.S. interprets silence as all of the following EXCEPT...............
a. blame b. shame

c. anger d. sadness

6. The word “favorable” (line 8) is closest in meaning to....................
a. approving b. cheering

c. probable d. reasonable

7. A Japanese woman would probably avoid marrying a.............
a. good listener b. talkative person

¢. man who hates arguing with women d. man who speaks only when necessary

8. To avoid silence, many Westerners.........
a. keep talking to themselves b. never interrupt each other

c. fill silence with activities d. carry on talking and get others to talk

9. The passage suggests that Americans regard silence as...............
a. an unwillingness to communicate b. an effective means of communication

¢. meaningful interaction d. admirable behavior

10. This passage was most likely taken from a textbook on...............

a. comparative religious b. physical science
c. cross-cultural communication d. world geography
Gerunds

The gerund is formed from a verb, but behaves like a noun in the sentence.

Form Infinitive + -ing (something with a change of spelling)

Uses Examples

1. As the subject of a sentence Swimming is good for you.
2. As the complement of a verb Her hobby is painting.

3. After prepositions He’s good for diving.

I’m fond of singing

4. After certain verbs. Here are some of I can’t stand listening to classical music.
the most common: I enjoy walking.
admit, appreciate, avoid, be used to, He’s used to getting up early.

can’t help, can’t stand, deny, dislike,
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dread, enjoy, feel like, finish,

forget, hate, keep(=continue)

miss, stop
5. In compound nouns A swimming-pool
A washing-machine
Notes

Some verbs, like stop, have a different meaning depending on whether they are followed by the base form or
the gerund
Ex. We are very hungry so we should stop to eat something.

We are very tired so we should stop eating.
Be used to and used to also have different meanings. We use be used to + gerund to mean to be accustomed
to something
Ex. Most students are used to working hard before the exam.

Last year my sister used to get up early to go to work.

Complete the sentence with an appropriate gerund.

1. I’'m a vegetarian. [ hate..................... meat.

2. Peter denies.................... graffiti on the walls.

3. She’s afraid of..............oeeeel. her designer trainers because she might be attached.

4. I’'ll never forget................... Disneyland when I was eight.

5. ’m thirsty. I feel like................... a drink.

6. She really enjoys.................... to football matches.

T, in planes can be very frightening for some people.

8. She is an engineer. Her jobis................... things all over the world.

9 e to pop music is a good way of................. your English.

10. I suffer from stage fright- that’s when you are afraid of................ in front of people.

Comparative Proverbs, Old Adages and Sayings: Thai & English

It is a rough road that leads to the heights of greatness. wuma”lﬂf;imm‘ﬁﬂmj ﬂ@mﬁ@ﬂﬂuéﬁqﬂﬁﬁﬂ

A friend in need is a friend indeed ouuineioulusuen
Birds of a feather flock together AuAUIIA Waw e
Actions speak louder than words ﬁ”l?]ﬂ’j”lmﬂ.

4

A bird in head is worth two in the bush ~ @Ut1] EJGlﬂfgljﬁ’f]
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A rolling stone gathers no moss
Absence makes the heart grow fonder
Make hay while the sun shines

He laughs best who laughs last
Listeners hear no good of themselves
It is never too late to mend

Still water runs deep

Good cloths open all doors.

Overtly agree but covertly oppose
Cry for the Moon

Apple of Sodom
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When misfortune reaches the limit, good fortune is at hand audetared Sudulidua lfiomeunas

Between the devil and the deep blue sea nilidelzasid

Be caught red-handed Ju'ldammisanan
To take for a needle in a haystack adin Tuaie uns
To eat one's cake and have it too Tudardesile

To take something with a pinch of salt #9513y audrAainsanneusziyo
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As you Sow, S0 you reap Malda i a9

Cannot make head or tail of %’u&'u%uﬂmﬂ'lﬁgﬂ
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You can not teach old dogs new tricks 151 lugunsnaeunawialvaig Idgiaunla wie liundasniues
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Where there is a will, there is a way
Look before you leap walddaneuvznsz laa vwieda Anlia seunounounaziies s
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Prevention is better than cure fu'13anaud
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Do as Romans do when you are in Rome 941i1é3 1vimiounulsiuionglungalsy
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Joy and sorrow are as near as today and tomorrow.
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mmqﬂjmJmmnﬂsuafﬂﬂaﬂummmummu‘wqm
He who has never tasted bitterness does not know what is sweet
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One who lives in a glasshouse should not throw stones.  tifoagluiFounszan linrsuiredeuiu
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"Time and tide wait for no man" nmuazﬂimﬁﬁﬂmﬂ anoelng
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Everyone thinks his own burden the heaviest.  NNAUNNAATINTZYDIAUNIINNVDIFOUITUD

No one is too old to learn lifilasunnuseu
. ' v A o 99U = ¢
Reading makes a full man. mimuwmﬁaﬂﬂmﬂuﬂuﬂﬁuyim
J 1 a
All men naturally desire to know. U Elnﬂﬂuﬁl’émf)ﬁﬂﬂijiﬂﬂﬁiiu%m
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Be quick to hear and slow to speak. lal#i57 meﬂiﬁ’%ﬁ
. . v A A Y o Aa
Live to learn to live. WOYNBLTIUINITATIIVIA
. o w Y 1o & 9 1
Brave actions never want trumpet. msnszihounaniy Tidududeshnlsena
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Words once spoken cannot be altered.  f1yafina12liudn dow'liorveznlasuniad’ld

Though strength fails, boldness is praiseworthy.
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No one is harmed by thinking. mMs lngasesdafa lumeiouaselas

. . = ~ a o & A Ao Y o A dgl
Order will render the work facile. aNuNseeuINe Wuaenm Iinsimaususuauy

. v Il v 9 Y
Every obstacle is surmountable. gilassannodis douruiu i) 1diane
] I o a

Health is wealth. anu it Isatluanduilsyiasy
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What can't be cured must be endured.  1lod@slanuanianozud lu'ldudr ndessonsunaznuludaiu
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Peace begins where ambition ends. ANUAIVIZITUUY & NHFIANUHOLAN mwammu"lﬁﬁquamé’a
Trial and error is the source of our knowledge.
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Happiness belong to the contented. uﬂﬂmzﬁmmqw%%ﬁu ﬁuagﬁ’ummwa%

. . ' Qy < 1 qa:
Don't shrink any task because of its arduousness. @mazmﬂmalm EUHUIINUE U
The tongue is like a sharp knife; it kills without drawing blood

Qy A =\ 1 9 A A

aUNUDUUANY ﬁ1N1iﬂm1VlﬂTﬂﬂllﬂJﬂJlﬁ@ﬂ@]ﬂ
It is better to be envied than pitied. 9NUDIDEINDINT ANTIYNUDIDINANINY
The best fish swims near the bottom.  Y94ANAIABIAUNIIIILIDD
The used key is always bright. ( Practice makes perfect) miineuagiaueiliinanudug
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Don’t let the grass grow under your feet. aaﬂwmmmﬂﬂmmmuqﬂﬁssﬂ“lumsmam
To accomplish great deeds one must have knowledge as well as courage.

o @ AA ViAo w
anudsangslvgegnmdslanazilyan

0o @ A -4
Hair by hair you will pull out the horse’s tail. anvdusunavuldmszanuiies
To lock the stable door after the horse is stolen. Smeiadounon (& wzﬁuuﬁ')
. Y 9 4 1w A 1 1
Half a loaf is better than none. LLiJiJuﬂfJﬂﬂfJﬂWENﬂﬂ’J”llliJiJmﬂ

He who hunts two hares leaves one and loses the other. ( No one can do well two things at once. )
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He who would eat the nuts must first crack the shell.

Never judge a book by its cover.

Don’t count your chickens before they are hatched.
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You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make it drink.
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pgumn Induldnunah (Idduuzug laua ldamnsai

When the cat’s away the mice will play.
Let a sleeping dog lie.
agwniaiiEey edrilurdosaziy
A bad workman always blames his tools.
Cross the stream where it is shallowest.
A bird in hand is worth two in the bush.
Don’t cross a bridge until you come to it.
Cut your coat according to your cloth.
The proof of the pudding is in the eating.
Don’t make a mountain out of a mole hill.
It takes two to make a quarrel.
It’s never too late to mend.
Adpvice after mischief is like medicine after death.

Don’t wash dirty linen in public.

Yy 9
Make hay while the sun shines. ( Tide and time wait for no one. ) ﬁﬁuiﬁ?u

A stitch in time saves nine.
There is no rose without thorns.
Too many cooks spoil the broth.

Every dog has his day.
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Success is a ladder that cannot be climbed with your hands in your pockets. ( American Prov. )

o I Aa dgl 9y ~
mmﬁmammu"lmwswmmmai

A man of word not a man of deed is like a garden full of weed.

1 Id' [} d‘ o
Avasnuoginavesay (lulaidiye)

If you would enjoy the fire you must put up with smoke.

1 I ] o @ @ J 1o
@zaulin binasndantu) guiunndiduvesgiu

Don’t put all eggs in one basket.

It’s impossible to judge someone without judging yourself.

When men are friendly even water is sweet. ( Chinese. ) RSN RREY
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Beware of little expenses, a small leak can sink a great ship.
A < < A v 9 19 1 o o
souanennaaduseslvn 1 lildleszdasg s
By a sweet tougue and kindness you can drag an elephant with a hair.
Poznamazanumamyuznnas
. . . . aa 9 Q" A 9 1Y o 1
Life is a struggle For those who want more than life itself. FInnsdosansuisos'l) m"lugﬂﬂm 1“Ne”
Don’t bite the hand that feed you. DEINUVUITOU LAIDBUUHAIM
a 1 v o
Criticism comes easier than craftsmanship.(Zeusis) salenasiiom
The one who understands does not speak; the one who speaks does not understand.
ﬂuﬂﬂ”lﬂlﬂﬂmﬂﬁiﬂﬂ ﬂuﬂa1ﬂﬁﬂﬂwjﬂﬂ1ﬂ
If you don’t have a plan for yourself you’ll be part of someone else’s.
1a o I 1< 4
a'lifaihes lsies ndeuiludamisos il
Don’t ignore the small things the kite flies because of its tail.
v A v 1 v %
pdggnauantioadosn Nnodalisim ludaes
. . 7 =2 Yo A A 9
Misfortune shows those who are really friends. gAuNNY EJ”IﬂiNg’Jﬂﬂiﬂi’JLWi’Jmm
Behind an able man there are always other able men. miledhdadifh
If you kick a stone in anger you’ll hurt your own foot. (Korean)
Y a ] Y o o A a = o
(Lﬂ%ﬂﬂuﬁul’)aWIﬂﬁ‘ﬁ LLAUNIAIUBDI) ﬂ1§1/n@$ulim@51ﬂﬂﬁﬂ ﬂ$£ﬂ81%ﬂ18ﬁﬁ\‘]
A word spoken in anger may mar an entire life. (Greek)
o aa 09/’ ana a A
ﬂﬁw‘]ﬂﬂﬁulﬁl’JaWIﬂiﬁ 2719MANYFIANNLIN (VTS
The teeth that laugh are also those that bite. (West- African)
Y Y
wduitielude) thnlsdoiluseane
The price of your hat isn’t the measure of your brain. (African- American)
I Y 1 =2
zﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬁlu@ﬂuluulﬂﬂiﬂ’f)ﬂﬂ\‘lﬂ'ﬂll’fﬂiﬂiﬂ
With a stout heart, a mouse can lift an elephant. (Tibetan)
a A v < qu’
Wl“lﬁmmmummmia%uzqﬂﬁﬁﬂmma
Don’t hang your hat higher than you can reach. (Belizean)
Y
i’]EJ"I@TW‘I’3111‘WBJJ\Thl%q%ﬂuﬂﬁ”mﬁ”mﬁﬂ%@%]u
Beauty without virtue is a flower without perfume. (French)
A ) ' = @ 9/d' A
ﬂ'J”I?N”I?JTI]liﬂmﬂ”IL']Jiﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ"lll‘ﬂﬂi”lﬂil”lﬂﬂauﬁﬂll
Set a thief to catch a thief. NUINYONIDIHUINUY
Little is spent with difficulty, much with ease. (Thai) @etleaideenn idenidede

Even a fish wouldn’t get into trouble if it kept its mouth shut. (Korean)

wduaanf ludeadoudi lis1ihn) damuemeamsizain
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Nothing is too high for a man to reach, but he must climb with care and confidence.
liioz 15 Inamuilu veRousetuiionali
Worry often gives a small thing a big shadow. (Swedish)
a @ o 9 A <3 < A 1
ﬂ’NiJ’JGIﬂﬂQ’Jﬁ“VIﬂT‘iLﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂﬁWﬂLﬂulﬁ@iiﬁi‘g
Don’t call the alligator big-mouth till you have crossed the river. (Belizean)
1A L4 A 9 @ T 3
aanmimﬂuaumamuaﬂmaim

* Having two ears and one tougue we should listen twice as much as we speak. (Turkish)

wilannniye
All food fit to eat, but not all words are fit to speak. (Haitian) mmiﬁu"l?fnﬂnm uan2saeu 13
Fools are like other folks as long as they are silent. (Danish) G]S”IULTI'”Iﬁ]lﬁL’f)'EJ’JWi]”I "lajﬁ“lmil’jmﬂé
If you follow a fool, you’re a fool yourself. (Jamaican) L‘fJ)”IIZJQWQ dnidhunad LGIQJ}”IEJQ M

The only way to have a friend is to be one.
4 < o w < 4 o '
teeniimoundesihdrldithuieu e lawnldlus)
Never make a defence or apology before you be excused. (Charles 1)

1A Y 9 1 Yo 1 1
amﬂuﬂuﬁauﬂm (mel!ﬂﬂ’JﬂfJugﬂﬂﬁT}ﬁD

Y Y
Do wrong once and you’ll never hear the end of it. MAAASUAED ﬁﬂuﬂzw”ﬂﬁﬂuﬁi’uwau
. ' Y o A 1 Y A
Don’t charge your memory with too many facts aﬁlfl%ﬁum%mmminmm Tvnnaunula)
Y ]
Keep something for a rainy day. NETERIGE
. a g 1 1< T A

Facts are stubborn things. ANe39d s 150 liideunoe

. o w Y 1o o 9 1 Y 9y
Brave actions never want trumpet. msnsgihounanig lusuiudeshnlsemelilasg

Good manners are part and parcel of a good education.

an A ~ Y < 1 o Yo = =
NIYINITINNETNINLITYUIOY Lﬂua’ﬁuﬁWﬂiy%’lﬂﬂ’liqﬂi‘Uﬂ’lﬁﬁﬂ‘kﬂﬂ

A bad workman always blames his tool. 3 1”laiﬁiw’?ﬁwyﬂam

Habituate yourself to hard work. virlndudesliinesusuaumin

Fine features make fine birds. Trammszen aAuaumnsIzuag

Man has gregarious habits. uyndrevegswmuiunguilumyjaue
Big fish eat little fish. YanTngjiutlandn
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